
 

 

 

The Leapfrog Group's September Market Insights Report 

More than half of U.S. surgeries now take place in ambulatory surgery centers 

(ASCs) rather than hospitals, yet until the launch of Leapfrog’s new ASC Public 

Reporting Program, little information was available on ASC patient safety and quality 

of care to allow for direct comparisons. This month, we are highlighting the first 

findings from the redesigned program, with a particular focus on the CMS patient 

safety measures and how participation in the Leapfrog ASC Survey 2.0 appears to 

indicate stronger performance on those CMS measures. We are also highlighting 

the capabilities of our new AI Research Tool to help data licensees perform similar 

analysis and develop similar reports. 

 
Leapfrog opened the Leapfrog ASC Survey 2.0 for submissions on April 1, 2026. As 

of August 31, 137 ASCs had completed the Survey, already surpassing 2025 cycle, 

with the submission window open through November 30, 2026. 

https://www.leapfroggroup.org/asc?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_dKJs9VRNPs6H0yeyX1Jo0PmB10aF_sz1s-Py5C3y_DK8yWSWtt0QKS5dFRor7TSFtFyys
https://www.leapfroggroup.org/asc?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_dKJs9VRNPs6H0yeyX1Jo0PmB10aF_sz1s-Py5C3y_DK8yWSWtt0QKS5dFRor7TSFtFyys


New in 2026: A National ASC Public Reporting Program 

Leapfrog redesigned its ASC program in 2026 so that, for the first time, nearly every 

Medicare-certified ASC in the country has safety and quality information available 

for the public to search and compare. The program now has three components: 
 

 

 
Significant Variation: Just 40% of ASCs Have No Harm Events 

As of August 31, just 40% of ASCs had no harm events on all three of the core 

CMS patient safety measures that apply to every ASC: ASC-1 (patient burns), ASC-

2 (patient falls), and ASC-3 (wrong site, side, patient, procedure, or implant). Among 

the 2,822 ASCs scored on all three, 1,126 had no events on every measure, while 

nearly half (1,393 ASCs, or 49%) had no events on two of the three. 



 

 
ASCs Earn Credit for Meeting National Accreditation Standards 

ASCs with active accreditation through the Accreditation Association for Ambulatory 

Health Care (AAAHC) or The Joint Commission are scored and publicly reported as 

Achieved the Standard (the best score) on five patient safety measures. This 

component significantly reduces reporting burden for accredited facilities. These 

measures previously required separate data collection through the Leapfrog ASC 

Survey and are still collected from hospitals through the Leapfrog Hospital Survey. 

To receive credit, ASCs upload proof of AAAHC or Joint Commission accreditation 

on the ASC Dashboard. 

 
To date, 212 ASCs in 34 states have uploaded accreditation. New Jersey leads with 

34, followed by Florida (24) and Connecticut (22). 

ASC Survey Participation Is a Mark of Better Performance — and Participants 

Improve Over Time 

Leapfrog’s annual voluntary Survey, the ASC Survey 2.0, includes eight evidence-

based measures unavailable from any other national source and critical to 

consumers and purchasers. 

 
Survey participants generally outperform non-participants on CMS Public Reporting 

measures, especially on patient experience: 70.5% of submitters Achieved the 

Standard on Experience of Patients Undergoing Elective Outpatient Surgery, 

nearly double the 37.3% rate among non-submitters. Submitters also led on 

every other CMS measure shown, with the next-largest gaps on ASC-19 (general 

surgery) and ASC-12 (colonoscopy). 



 
 

 
Returning participants outperform first-time participants on every ASC Survey 2.0 

standard shown, with the narrowest margin on Informed Consent (55.6% vs. 

50.0%). The largest gap is on Tracking and Reporting Infections, where 74.1% of 

returning participants Achieved the Standard, compared with 7.1% of first-time 

participants. Details on how these scores are calculated are available in the ASC 

Public Reporting Program Scoring Algorithms. 

https://www.leapfroggroup.org/asc-program/scoring-and-public-reporting?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_dKJs9VRNPs6H0yeyX1Jo0PmB10aF_sz1s-Py5C3y_DK8yWSWtt0QKS5dFRor7TSFtFyys
https://www.leapfroggroup.org/asc-program/scoring-and-public-reporting?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_dKJs9VRNPs6H0yeyX1Jo0PmB10aF_sz1s-Py5C3y_DK8yWSWtt0QKS5dFRor7TSFtFyys


 

 
FROM THE HOPPER 

Try It Yourself: Approximate Hopper Prompts 

Each finding above follows the same pattern: choose the measures, set aside ASCs 

without a score, count the facilities that Achieved the Standard, and group the 

results by state or by Survey participation. The prompts below are an approximate 

starting point for the AI Research Assistant. 

 

 

Explore Full Results 

To view the complete 2026 Leapfrog Hospital Survey results, visit Leapfrog's ratings 

website: 

 

Leapfrog Ratings Website 

http://ratings.leapfroggroup.org/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_dKJs9VRNPs6H0yeyX1Jo0PmB10aF_sz1s-Py5C3y_DK8yWSWtt0QKS5dFRor7TSFtFyys


Contact Leapfrog for information about licensing this data. 
 

 

The Hopper 
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